
Living with Native Wildlife 

I recently bought a book entitled, “Wildlife and Man in Texas”.  I have not yet read the 

book, which was published over 30 years ago, but the title gave me the idea for this 

column. 

Those of us who live “in the country” obviously live among our many native animals and 

have the opportunity to see and watch them fairly often.  The closer one lives to the 

inner city, probably the less often one sees our native wildlife, but even city residents 

can be visited by many of our native critters. 

Many articles and books have been written about the “wildlife-urban interface” and the 

interactions between wildlife and humans.  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

even has specialists called “urban biologists” whose full-time job is to manage that 

human/wildlife interface. 

I should state now that in spite of the fact that the human-deer interaction is certainly the 

most commonly discussed and most publicized, my thoughts include all of our native 

critters, not just deer. 

People’s attitudes about wildlife vary widely.  Some folks, like myself, love all of our 

native animals and are always thrilled at the opportunity to see and watch them.  But 

many people consider them a nuisance or vermin and wish they didn’t exist.  And then 

some folks are actually afraid of some of our native animals. 

I don’t know if population data exist for our various small mammals, but I expect that the 

most populous species, certainly in areas around cities, are squirrels, probably followed 

closely by raccoons, then skunks then possums and armadillos and finally foxes and 

cottontails, but these are just guesses on my part. 

Back in 1933, Aldo Leopold said,  

“The objective of a conservation program for non-game wildlife should be exactly 

parallel [to that of game management]: to retain for the average citizen the opportunity 

to see, admire and enjoy, and the challenge to understand, the variety of forms of birds 

and mammals indigenous to his state.  It implies not only that these forms be kept in 

existence, but that the greatest possible variety of them exist in each community.” 

Certainly, as human settlement began (in the 1800s for Europeans, but much earlier for 

Native Americans) we became the earliest “exotic animals” to move into native animal 

habitats.  And ever since, humans have taken over more and more of the territory of our 

native animals. 



Some species have been largely driven away or eliminated entirely, most notably 

wolves and bears.  Some have been greatly reduced in numbers, while others have 

adapted to live in and around human habitation and have actually increased in 

numbers.  Certainly the deer populations in many developments and suburbs are much 

greater than the population would ever be in the absence of suburban landscapes, 

especially those with hunting restrictions. 

Personally, I very much enjoy being able to “see, admire and enjoy” our native animals 

and I am very perturbed whenever a neighbor shoots or traps, or allows his cats and 

dogs to kill any native animal because it deprives me of the opportunity to see them. 

To make matters worse, many animals are killed for causing (what to me) is the most 

minor offence to the landowner and his/her property.  When bird feeders or pet dishes 

are placed in such a way that they are accessible to wildlife, then the homeowner 

should expect the animals to take advantage of that.  The animals don’t know that you 

intended this or that food or water source to be only for certain species and not for 

them.  And so many animals are killed for doing what their DNA tells them to do. 

My attitude is that we moved into their neighborhood, not the other way around, and my 

ecological conscience tells me I should try to be a good neighbor.  My bird feeders are 

positioned such that those I do not want squirrels or raccoons to have access to, can 

only be accessed by birds. 

Because the habitat in the larger area outside our homestead fence has been degraded 

and is poor wildlife habitat, we have purposely planted many different species of plants 

inside our fence that provide berries for birds and small animals as well as nest and 

cover vegetation.  The result is that we have a much higher bird population and more 

frequent small animal visits than the surrounding area.  Sort of an oasis. 

Until next time… 
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