
Yes, We Still Have to Conserve Water 

Well, the recent rains have been a timely blessing for most of us, although some of our 

fellow Hill Country neighbors have obviously had too much too quickly and we feel for 

them. But the rains have certainly greatly reduced the amount and severity of the 

drought as measured by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

The U.S. Drought Monitor, established in 1999, is a weekly map of drought conditions 
that is produced jointly by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the National Drought Mitigation Center.  The map is 
based on measurements of climatic, hydrologic and soil conditions as well as reported 
impacts and observations from more than 350 contributors around the country. 

Beginning back in 2011 and continuing well into last year, the Drought Monitor showed 

that a significant part of Texas was in some degree of drought from “Abnormally Dry” 

through “Exceptional Drought”.  In fact the percentages of the state in some category of 

drought for the end of May in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 were 98, 97, 97, 89 and 

18 respectively.  And the percentages of the state in the worst category, Exceptional 

Drought, for the same five years were 44, 0.7, 16, 11 and 0, respectively.  

Spring rains reduced the size of Exceptional Drought areas in 2012, but in 2013 and 

2014 drought returned to some areas, and western Kerr and Gillespie counties were in 

that category those years.  As of May 26, western Kerr and Gillespie were still in the 

“Moderate Drought” category.  So it may be pushing it a little to declare, as some TV 

weather people have, that, “The drought is over”.  

But we are certainly in much better shape than we have been in recent years, and the 

lakes are fuller, although still not full, than they have been in a while.  Aquifers, other 

than the Edwards aquifer, will be much slower to respond and the level of response to 

the rains of May may not be as great as we would like. 

It would be unfortunate if everyone took the attitude that, “Now we can use all the water 

we want”.  It would be even worse if our local and state governmental officials also took 

that attitude.  Because even if one were to make the highly questionable assumption 

that this last drought was rare and unlikely to occur again for decades, it certainly 

doesn’t mean we will have enough water. 

Given the projected doubling of the population of Texas in the next 40 to 50 years, 

where will the extra water those new residents will require come from?  From the 

standpoint of the Hill Country, most of those new people will move to Austin, San 

Antonio and in the I-35 corridor between them, but many will be moving out into the Hill 

Country as the suburbs expand.  Cities like San Antonio are already looking to buy 

water pumped from aquifers in rural areas to supply their growth.  It is not hard to 



predict the fate of our aquifers as more and more straws, some very big ones, are put 

down into the same water sources. 

So even if this rate of rainfall lasts for the rest of the year, we still need to conserve 

water, to use as little as necessary.  This may mean that as individuals we will need to 

adopt new habits and to adopt less water-hungry lawns and gardens.  And we will need 

governmental officials to adopt reasonable, practical and fair policies for water use and 

for development. 

Rainwater harvesting is always a good practice and could become a requirement for 

new construction.   Some of us, who watched the latest heavy rainfall while all of our 

tanks were already full, were wishing for more tanks. 

Clearly the soil moisture is higher now than we have seen it in quite a while and the 

vegetation is responding with lush new growth.  This new growth will likely make for 

better fawn survival and better reproductive success for all small mammals.  This 

generous rainfall also allows for wildflowers, trees and shrubs to produce more blooms, 

leading to more pollinators and other insects and an increase in the numbers of birds 

growing to maturity.  The food web of the Hill Country will be healthier this year than in 

past years, at least for a while. 

Until next time… 
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